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NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
BUTLE BTHEY ERETRE




HEALTH EDUCATOR/GROUP LEADER
The NYU Child Study Center (CSC), an independent outpatient clinical and research center of the NYU School of Medicine, seeks a highly organized, motivated individual to serve as a full-time assistant research scientist on a large-scale, school-based intervention to improve the physical and mental health of middle-school students with asthma.  The study is funded by NIH; position is full-time and available Summer 2008.  
Responsibilities:   (a) recruit high school students with undiagnosed asthma and their parents from participating schools; (b) interview students and parents every two months; (c) conduct an 8-week intervention with students, which include 3 group sessions and 5 one-on-one sessions; (d) conduct educational sessions with parents by phone and in person; (e) assist pulmonoligsts with a brief intervention for the students’ primary care providers; (f) data entry, management and analysis; and (g) assist study investigators in retention efforts.
Qualifications:   Minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, Public Health or related field; Master’s preferred.   Experience in group facilitation is required.  Group facilitation may be in health education (e.g., asthma, HIV, diabetes) or psychology (e.g., therapy groups); teaching experience may be substituted for group facilitation in some cases.  Research experience strongly preferred.  This may include interviewing, data entry, data analysis, use of standardized assessment tools, recruitment of participants/patients, literature searches, and writing of literature reviews.   Experience working with children or adolescents, and parents strongly preferred.  Bilingual [Spanish-English] strongly preferred.  Minimum two-year commitment required.  Must possess excellent interpersonal and organizational skills.  Flexibility and willingness to work evenings and weekends are necessary as are strong computer skills.  
Nature of the Study:   Recent studies consistently report substantial rates of youth with asthma-like symptoms that are undiagnosed.   This 5-year study addresses the unmet needs of adoelscents with undiagnosed asthma through the testing of an intensive school-based intervention compared to a control group.  Our intensive intervention expands the case-worker model and has three complementary components designed to help families of adolescents with asthma-like symptoms obtain a clinical evaluation, obtain a diagnosis and manage their asthma-like symptoms:   (1) student sessions – group sessions, individual coaching sessions and referral to medical providers; (2) caregiver sessions – referral to a medical provider, education via mailed booklets, telephone contacts, and a group session; and (3) academic detailing for students’ medical providers.   We will also explore the impact of being diagnosed with chronic illness on anxiety and depression in the adolescents and their caregivers.  The study is significant because it is among the first studies to evaluate the impact of asthma education and group support to adolescents with symptoms consistent with asthma but who are yet to be diagnosed.  We will also be able to test how being diagnosed with a chronic illness impacts the mental health of youth and their parents over one year.  

This full-time position is funded by the National Institutes of Health for five years; we are currently in the 1st year.  The position affords the opportunity to work in a stimulating environment with researchers and clinicians committed to bridging the gap between science and practice and integrating the finest research with patient care.  Opportunities for independent research, grant writing and manuscript preparation available.  Interested candidates should email a resume to Dr. Jean-Marie Bruzzese at asthmaprojectassistant@yahoo.com or call Dr. Bruzzese at (212) 263-3667.  Please put “HEALTH EDUCATOR JOB” in subject line.
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